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(54) Accessory shoe uppers 

(57) An accessory shoe upper for Installation over 
an existing upper of a conventional laced shoe using the 
same shoelace as used for lacing the shoe. The acces- 
sory shoe upper (20) having an upper body extending 
continuously from a forward point of the shoe rearward 
along the side of the shoe and around the heel portion 



of the shoe and forward again along the other side of 
the shoe. The accessory shoe upper body features a 
number of shoelace holes (14) for accommodating the 
shoelace used for .lacing the shoe. 
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providing an accessory shoe upper which can readily 
be fitted over the upper of a shoe by providing the 
accessory shoe upper with shoelace holes through 
which a shoelace can be passed to simultaneously lace 
the shoe and connect the accessory shoe upper to the 5 
existing shoe upper 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THg DRAWINGS 

The invention is herein described, by way of exam- 10 
pie only with reference to the accompanying drawings 
wherein* 

FIG. 1 is a side view of a typical conventional shoe; 
FIG. 2 shows one example of an accessory shoe 15 
upper according to the present invention prior to 
deployment on the shoe; 

FIG, 3 shows the shoe of Figure 1 with the acces- 
sory upper of Figure 2 in place; 
FIG. 4 shows a second example of an accessory 20 
shoe upper according to the present invention; 
FIG, 5 shows a third example of an accessory shoe 
upper according to the present invention; 
FIG. 6 shows a fourth example of an accessory 
shoe upper according to the present invention: 2s 
FIG, 7 shows a fifth example of an accessory shoe 
upper according to the present invention; 
FIG. 8 shows a sixth example of an accessory shoe 
upper accordng to the present invention; 
FIG. 9 shows a seventh example of an accessory era 
shoe upper according to tie present invention; 
FIG. 10 shows an eighth example of an accessory 
shoe upper according to the present invention; 
FIG. 1 1 shows the shoe of Figure 1 with the acces- 
sory upper ol Figure 10 in place; 
FIG. 12 shows an accessory upper as in Figure but 
with an additional zipper for attachment to the sole 
of a shoe; 

FIG. 13 shows how an accessory tipper of Figure 
1 2 would be attached 10 the shoe using the zipper 40 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

The pr esent invention is of accessory shoe uppers 45 
which can be used to readily and easily change the 
appearance of conventional laced shoes. 

The principles and operation of accessary shoe 
uppers accorcfing to the present invention may be better 
understood with reference to the drawings and the so 
accompanying description. 

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 illustrates a 
conventional shoe. The shoe depicted in Figure 1 is an 
athletic but any shoe can be used with the present 
invention provided that the shoe is of the type which can 55 
be faced using a shoelace. The conventional shoe is 
made up of two connected portions - a sole 10 and an 
upper 12. Upper 12 of a laced shoe Is typically formed 
w*th : or otherwise features, a plurality of shoelace holes 



14 through which a shoelace 16 is inserted. Shoelace 
16 is used to tighten upper 12 around the foot of the 
wearer so as to provide a comfortable fit Typically, 
upper 12 also features a tongue 18 which underlies 
shoelace 16 and serves to close the gap between the 
right and left portions of upper 12. 

The present invention is of accessory shoe uppers 
which can be attached to the existing uppers as 
described below. Figure 2 shows one such accessory 
shoe upper 20 as it appears when laid substantially flat, 
Accessory shoe upper 20 includes an accessory shoe 
upper body 22 which is dimensioned to fit over at least 
a portion of the existing upper 12 (Figure 1) of the laced 
shoe. Accessory shoe upper body 20 features a plural- 
ity of shoelace holes 14 for accommodating shoelace 
1 6 used ibr lacing the shoe. 

Figure 3 shows how the shoe might appear when 
accessory shoe upper 20 is installed over the existing 
shoe upper 12 with the aid of shoelace 1 6 which serves 
the double function of creating a tight fit around the foot 
of the wearer while simultaneously serving to firmly con- 
nect accessory shoe upper 20 to shoe upper 12* 

Accessory shoe upper may be made of a variety of 
materials, textures, colors, designs, and the like. The 
accessory upper may be flexible or semi-rigid. 

Accessory upper 20 may feature one or more cut- 
outs 40 (e.g., Figures 4. 7, 8 and 10) and/or notches 42 
(e.g., Figures S and 6). Cutouts 40 and notches 42 allow 
at least a portion of existing upper 12 to be seen 
through accessory upper 20 and may enhance the over- 
ail aesthetic value of the shoe. 

Accessory upper 20 may cover substantially the 
entire rear portion of existing upper 12 (as in Figure 3) 
or may cover a smaller portion of existing upper 12 (as 
in Figure 11), As in the case of cutouts and notches, 
when accessory upper 20 ts smaller than the corre- 
sponding portion of existing upper 12 the aesthetic 
appearance of the shoe may be enhanced by providing 
two textures and/or colors. In certain, cases it may be 
advantageous to provide an accessory upper which is 
both smaller and features one or more notches and/or 
cutouts (as in Figures 10 and 1 1). 

In operation, a user would purchase one or more 
pairs of accessory uppers from a large variety of styles, 
sizes, materials, textures, colons and the like. When- 
ever the user desires to change the appearance of a 
pair of his or her shoes, all that Is required is to remove 
the shoelaces from the pair of shoes and to relace the 
shoe with the chosen accessory upper placed directly 
over the existing shoe upper so that the shoelace is 
inserted through the shoelace holes of both the shoe 
and of the accessory upper. Thus, with an effort of but a 
few minutes, the entire appearance of the shoe is dra- 
matically and inexpensively changed. Furthermore, the 
change may be reversed at any time by singly removing 
the accessory upper or the appearance may be 
changed yet again at any time by replacing the acces- 
sory upper with a different accessory upper. 

In other embodiments according to the present 
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(54) Accessory shoe uppers 

(57) An accessory shoe upper for installation over 
an easting upper of a conventional laced shoe using the 
seme shoelace as used for lacing the shoe. The acces- 
sory shoe upper (2Q) having an upper body extending 
continuously from a forwaid point of the shoe rearward 
along the side of the shoe and around the heel portion 
of the shoe and forward again along the other side of 
the shoe. The accessory shoe upper body features a 
number of shoelace hoJeis (14) for accommodating the 
shoelace used for lacing the shoe. 
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engagement With the groove 16 of thTouter sol? ^? , 6 B ? 08 wJthout departing from 

•o and the free edges 5» are attached to o^e S- LSV ST STS"? 1 ' 1 do nDfc to 

or stiffened parts 21 will themselves constitute a » «£™?JfL, , 6 

the upper heel portion of the shoe. consntnte *^ "Sf riBln I * * Eol e and heel, an annular 

By virtue Of this novel construction a shoe mav ^Z JlSt? ? * U ar8Uad * ne *«*™ferential 

be made with several ranovable extoa npo^^ ££ JS? J" lc ' a upper spfit at its 

10 accessories, to be interchahgeab^pp^ v ~ SSJ^" 6 5* mcans embedded In the rear 

the foot, either to cover S ordW SrnTa! S'SSl.fth?? Ul>per ' * Chaonel formed at ™* 1» 

nently attached upper or straps.T^JertlTtoe ™ S ^ lower ^ e ° f said upper, a resilient 

foot, thus enabling the wearer to omck^n vert TEZ^l ~ P T bedded 111 said channel and 

a house shoe into a shoe for £ te SS S co, ? tract said Md when 

15 of one color or style Into another suitable Jor I nJ% j£J?l **? "TP" Ww * Ve *° ***** «=on- 

particuiar occasion. Not only win toe wearer ™ r ^Tf *° ^ * ae free ^ of safd IS 

save much time in making the changT but^lso to ^J^JZ*"" £ f Upper ' bd «s ad apted 

expense, since the cost of e^a npp^ Sll^oe Sctef to i£f .T*^ ^ Sald ^ ls 

considerably l«s than that of extra^moletf j° f" d fiole ^ nd fastening means on said 

20 shoes. The uppers, like spats or Srs can oe oSa^,^ detachRb * "Renting the same to 

conveniently folded and will, therefore, take up ^^er. _ 20 

less room than complete shoes. They can also be JOHN GRUB2R. 
conveniently carried in one's bag or pocket to be 
available at a sudden change of weather 
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